
 

 

SOUTHAM PARISH COUNCIL – CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2018-19 
 
Welcome to the Annual Meeting of Southam Parish. 
 
We closed the year with the Parish Council elections.  Two councillors, Gordon McAnoy and Paul Nurden 
decided that they would not be standing for re-election and we thank them for the work they did for the 
Parish during their time as councillors.  During the year we welcomed Steve Lennon onto the council and I 
am pleased that both he and John Workman, Anna Hollaway, and Karen Licence are continuing on the 
newly elected council.  We do now have two vacancies on the council, which can be filled by co-option and 
would encourage anyone interested in becoming a councillor to contact the Clerk, Liz Dowie, for further 
information. 
 
The work of the council this year has been varied and has included liaising with Tewkesbury Borough 
Council on diverse matters such as litter bins and planning enforcement and with Gloucestershire County 
Council regarding highways, footpaths and bus services.   We have also been in regular contact with the 
Highways Manager regarding maintenance issues and improvements to the local area.  Recent work carried 
out includes the provision of new steps linking Haymes Drive to the main road and clearance of the Haymes 
Brook drainage channel. 
 
During the year the council funded the installations of planters on Old Road and on the Noverton Park 
estate.  Assistance was also given to local initiatives, including the drop-in meetings in the Village Hall.  We 
also undertook to support the Community Speedwatch group with the purchase of equipment and John 
Donovan will be updating us on this project later in the meeting. 
 
The parish council acted as a link to residents in the successful application to add an additional section of 
bridleway along Bentley Lane, re-opening a route which had in the past been used regularly by residents of 
the parish. 
 
We would like to thank both our Borough Councillor Mike Dean and our County Councillor Roger Wilson for 
their support and for acting as a necessary link to the other tiers of local government. 
 
The Council has also monitored the ongoing attempts to develop land off Two Hedges Road and has 
supported the Save Our Green Belt group in their efforts to ensure that we do not see encroachment onto 
Green Belt land in our area. 
 
I would like to thank Edna Smith, Jamie Walsh and the team of distributors for their continued work on the 
newsletter, which is a valuable source of information for all residents. 
 
I would also like to thank David Jones for his work on the website, councillor emails and the email alerts to 
local events and issues.  Following a major rejuvenation in 2018, the Village website continues to prove 
useful in publicising the role and functions of the Parish Council and publishing records of their meetings.  
Additionally, it provides a wider service to residents by publicising village societies and activities.  This past 
year the Village hall pages were transferred to the secure Southam today website and the opportunity was 
taken to give the pages a fresh “look and feel”.  Feedback has been complimentary.  
 
The Parish Council has available a webmail email service linking all councillors and providing a service which 
protects their private email addresses.  The webmaster also maintains a list of residents’ email addresses 
and regularly publishes Southam information emails which alert parishioners to events in the village, late 
changes to information in the newsletter or other significant items of interest.  At the end of April 2019 the 
email list had 167 subscribers.  Any parishioners who are not already on Dave Jones’ circulation list may 
wish to send him their email address, so that they can receive his information messages. 
 
Finally, I wish to thank my fellow councillors for their input and assistance over the past year and most of all 
to thank our Parish Clerk, Liz Dowie, for her unfailing support, expert guidance and for generally keeping us 
on the straight and narrow. 


