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Southam Parish Council                                                                                            

 
 

M I N U T E S (SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING) 
of the Full Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th April 2021 at 7.30pm. 
 

This meeting is allowable under the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 
2020 (“the 2020 Regulations”) which came into force on 4th April 2020 in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. The 2020 Regulations enable local councils to hold remote meetings (including by video and 
telephone conferencing) for a specified period until May 2021. The published agenda for this meeting 
contained a link enabling members of the public to join the meeting. 

Councillors present:  Cllr Adrienne Wood (Chairman), Cllr Carli Burke, Cllr Steve Lennon, Cllr 

Karen Licence. 

 
Also Present:   Clerk – Liz Dowie 

   9 members of the public 
 
Before the start of the meeting a minute’s silence was observed in memory of His Royal 
Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 
 

1. To receive apologies. 

Apologies were received from Cllr John Workman and Borough Councillor Mike Dean. 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest. 

Cllr Wood declared an interest in agenda item 8.1, as the Parish Council’s 
representative on the Village Hall Committee. 

3. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2021. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2021 were approved unanimously and 
will be signed by the Chairman. 

4. To receive reports from Borough Councillors. 

Cllr Dean had sent his apologies but had spoken to the Clerk.  
He had been in contact with Tewkesbury Borough Council regarding a complaint about 
noise from the Parking Lot Social event the previous evening.  The event had the 
necessary licence and had been considered by the Safety Advisory Group.  An officer 
will be on site this evening to check the noise levels of the stage monitors. 
He had requested an update regarding the appeal against the refusal of application 
19/00986/FUL in the light of apparent continued development of the site.   
It was noted that an application for non-material amendment to application 
14/00264/FUL had been submitted. 
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5. To receive reports from Parish Councillors and Clerk. 

Cllr Licence formally thanked Cllr Burke for the work she had carried out clearing the 

overgrown hedgerow at the end of Desert Orchid Road and for clearing litter and dog 

waste from the area. 

Cllr Lennon had carried out the quarterly check of bank reconciliations and confirmed 

that all were in order. 

Cllr Wood advised that the Village Hall would be opened for the elections on 6th May 

and would re-open to hirers on 21st June 2021. 

The Clerk reported on the following: 

• Legal opinions across the sector had been divided as to whether the statutory 
notice required for this meeting had been achieved due to the period of national 
mourning following the death of Prince Philip.  GAPTC had advised that, due to 
the differing legal views, any challenge to the validity of the meeting would be 
unlikely to succeed.  However, for the avoidance of doubt all decisions made at 
this meeting would be formally ratified at the May meeting. 

• Noverton Estate - Following the application for permission to build five houses, 
one resident had been in touch with concerns about loss of parking by his 
property.  The Clerk arranged for a representative from the developers to 
contact him and they are hoping to reach a solution. 

• Road Safety Survey - 63 responses had been received and these would be 
collated after the closing date of 30th April 2021. 

• The Cotswold Warden had installed three new kissing gates on footpath 16 at 
Cedar Farm.  He had asked if there was other work which needed doing and the 
Clerk will contact him regarding issues with gates and stiles which have been 
reported. 

• Highways – a resident has advised that the tree entangled with the telegraph 
wires on Haymes Drive has now been removed, but the branches and foliage 
have been left in the drainage channel.  The Clerk will report this to the 
Highways Department. 

• Haymes Mushroom Farm – A resident has advised that there are a number of 
small businesses operating at the former mushroom farm and an old car has 
been dumped on the land.  This was raised by a resident with Tewkesbury 
Borough Council last year but no more was heard.  The Clerk will follow up with 
TBC. 

• Litter picking – a volunteer had come forward and his details will be passed on 
the existing team. 

• Internal Audit – the audit will be carried out this week and the report will be 
available at the May meeting. 

6. Public adjournment. 

John Donovan advised that there was raw sewage in the area by the disused stables on 

the path to Prestbury.  The Clerk will report this. 

The Community Speedwatch team are waiting for confirmation from Gloucestershire 

Constabulary as to when speed surveys may start again. 

The Church bell will be rung 99 times at the start of the funeral of Prince Philip on 17th 

April. 

Penny Steer volunteered to join the litter picking team. 
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Concerns were raised about the ongoing problem of vehicles parking on Old Road close 

to the junction with Southam Lane, which obscures the sight line for drivers emerging 

from Southam Lane.  The Clerk was asked to contact the PCSO. 

Concerns were raised about noise, mud on the road, and light pollution being caused 

from the Parking Lot Social Event on the car boot sale site.  The Clerk would pass on 

the contact details for the Environmental Health Department for those residents who 

wished to raise complaints. 

It was noted that a vehicle was parked regularly on Ratcliff Lawns despite this being an 

unadopted road.  This will be raised in the next newsletter. 

Anita Wilcox confirmed that the plans to construct a new entrance lobby and to carry out 

internal alterations at the Village Hall would be available at the AGM on 27th April 2021. 

David Jones reported that the Southam Community Support Group had now stood 

down.  Parish Councillors joined him in thanking all the co-ordinators and volunteers 

who had provided support to residents over the last 12 months. 

7. Planning. 

7.1 To consider the following applications: 
21/00015/FUL – Pigeon House, Southam Lane, Southam – Installation of new and 
replacement boundary fencing.  No objection. 
21/00016/LBC – Pigeon House, Southam Lane, Southam – Installation of new and 
replacement boundary fencing.  No objection. 

7.2 Other planning matters: 
Covered in Borough Councillor’s report. 

8. Village Hall. 
8.1 The Clerk explained the reasons behind the Village Hall Committee needing to seek 

the Parish Council’s permission to carry out internal alterations and for the construction 
of a new entrance lobby.  Councillors agreed to the plans (previously circulated) and 
the Clerk will write formally to the Village Hall Committee once the decision has been 
ratified at the May meeting. 

8.2 It was confirmed that Cllr Wood will continue to represent the Parish Council on the 
Southam Village Hall Management Committee. 
 

9. Annual Renewal of GAPTC Membership. 
It was agreed that the annual membership of GAPTC (Gloucestershire Association of 
Parish and Town Councils) would be renewed for 2021/22. 
 

10. Annual Renewal of Insurance. 
10.1 The Asset Register as at 31st March 2021 (previously circulated) was agreed by the 

Council. 
10.2 It was agreed to continue with the 3 year deal arranged through Came and Company 

which was due to expire on 30th April 2022 and to renew the AXA Policy at a premium 
of £473.43 for a further year commencing 1st May 2021.  The cover for Street Furniture 
was increased to £25,000 and cover of £500 was added in respect of the Community 
Speedwatch equipment.              

 
11. Finance. 
11.1 The annual accounts and year end bank reconciliation as at 31st March 2021 

(previously circulated) were approved by the Council. 
11.2 Quarterly check of bank reconciliations – covered under agenda item 5. 
11.3 Earmarked reserves of £545.71 (Southam Community Support Group) and £705.00 

(website) were approved. 
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11.4 A request had been received from Bishops Cleeve Football Club to contribute to the 
crowdfunding campaign for the new 3G Astroturf pitch and renovated car park.  
Substantial funding has been agreed by way of grants and the club is seeking local 
support for the remainder.  In September 2018 the Parish Council had pledged £250 to 
the Save the Woodmancote Green Belt group towards the cost of planning fees, but 
this had not been needed.  It was agreed to utilise this sum to support the football 
club.  

11.5 The Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been circulated and the 
Council certified that, during the financial year 2020/21, the higher of the Council’s 
gross income or gross expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000 and it therefore 
meets the qualifying criteria to certify itself as exempt from a limited assurance review.  
The Clerk (as Responsible Financial Officer) signed the Certificate of Exemption and 
this will be counter-signed by the Chairman. 

11.6 It was agreed  to increase the Clerk’s salary by one incremental point with effect from 
1st May 2021 in accordance with the terms of the employment contract  

11.7 The Clerk had requested that she be enrolled in a pension scheme and the Council 
re-confirmed its earlier decision to register with the NEST pension scheme (Minutes – 
Staffing Committee, 8th December 2015). 

11.8 Payments made since the last meeting were approved by the Council: donation to 
Salvation Army £40, defibrillator pads £51.60. 

11.9 Payments for April were approved by the Council: newsletter printing £140.00, 
GAPTC annual subscription £245.61, insurance premium £473.43, Clerk’s salary 
£259.69, PAYE £64.80, admin £134.04. 
 

12. Date of Next Meeting  
The next meeting (Annual Parish Council Meeting) will be held on Tuesday 4th May 

2021 at 7.30pm (virtual meeting).   **CHANGE OF DATE 

 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm  


