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Southam Parish Council  

 
 

M I N U T E S (SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING) 
of the Full Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th October 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 

This meeting is allowable under the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 
2020 (“the 2020 Regulations”) which came into force on 4th April 2020 in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. The 2020 Regulations enable local councils to hold remote meetings (including by video and 
telephone conferencing) for a specified period until May 2021. The published agenda for this meeting 
contained a link enabling members of the public to join the meeting. 

Councillors present:  Cllr Adrienne Wood (Chairman), Cllr Steve Lennon, Cllr Karen Licence, 

Cllr Carli Burke. 

 
Also Present:   Clerk – Liz Dowie, 5 members of the public 
 
Cllr Wood advised that Item 8 would be deferred to the end of the meeting and would be closed 
to the public. 

  

1. To receive apologies. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Ken Davey, Cllr Anna Hollaway, Cllr John Workman  
and Borough Councillor Mike Dean. 
Cllr Hollaway had continued to contribute to the work of the Council during the period 
that she has not been able to attend meetings and it was agreed that the 6 month rule 
provided for within the Local Government Act 1972, Section 85(1) would be waived. 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest. 

No declarations of interest were received. 

3. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2020. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2020 were approved unanimously 
and will be signed by the Chairman. 

4. To receive reports from Borough Councillors. 

Cllr Dean was unable to attend the Parish Council meeting since he was attending a 

meeting regarding the Tewkesbury Garden Town project. He advised that he had been 

contacted by a resident of Haymes Drive regarding the surface of the road and he had 

brought this to the attention of the Highways Manager.   
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5. To receive reports from Parish Councillors and Clerk. 

Cllr Lennon had completed the internal control check of the bank reconciliations from 

April to September 2020.  Checks are usually carried out quarterly but the first 2 

quarters had been combined following the suspension of physical meetings. 

Cllr Licence confirmed the location where a car had been parked across the pavement 

on Desert Orchid Road, causing an obstruction by the bus turning area.  .  Action: The 

Clerk will follow up with the PCSO since Gloucestershire County Council Parking Unit 

can only take action when vehicles are parked on double yellow lines. 

Cllr Licence advised that no response had been received from Taylor Wimpey regarding 
the fencing removed from the area around the balancing pond on the Noverton estate.  
Action:  The Clerk will contact Tewkesbury Borough Council Environmental Health 
Department regarding the potential risk to the public due to the removal of the fencing.  
There had also been no further progress with the installation of additional dog waste 

bins on the Noverton estate.  Action:  The Clerk will follow up. 

Cllr Wood reported that work on widening the footpath and removing weeds from the 
kerbside had taken place on 9th October although the works did not appear to have 
extended as far as the Ellenborough Park Hotel as expected.  
The Village Hall Committee was now finalising plans for the Hall to re-open at the end of 
October. 
 
The Clerk reported that: 

• The displaced bollard at the War Memorial was due to be re-set in January but 
she had requested that this be carried out before Remembrance Sunday, if 
possible. 

 

• A request had been submitted to the Highways Department to remove the cones 
and traffic signs left on Old Road after the re-surfacing of Southam Lane.   

 

• Fly-tipping adjacent to the lay by at the top of Haymes Drive had been reported 
although response times were currently slower due to the pandemic. 

 

• The hedgerow encroaching on the pavement near to the bus stop at the top of 
Sunset Lane had been reported.   

 
The Clerk was currently attending an online 5 day National Training Conference 
covering a wide range of sector specific topics. 
 

6. Public adjournment. 

Southam Community Support Group (SCSG) -  David Jones reported that the group 

had received further Community Grant funding of £500 from Tewkesbury Borough 

Council and the grant would be used organise events to help reduce isolation amongst 

the vulnerable and elderly.  The Clerk will set up a new cost centre so that these funds 

can be ring-fenced and the grant monies will be added to the residual balance of £94.19 

of the grant received in May 2020. 

Community Speedwatch - John Donovan reported that monitoring continued with two 
speed checks being carried out each week.  The data gathered was submitted to the 
police and would hopefully lead to a camera speed checks being carried out.    
Church of the Ascension – John Donovan thanked David Jones for circulating the 
information about the Harvest Festival service.  All food donations were taken to the 
Cheltenham Food Bank.  There will be one more service at the Tythe Barn since it will 
be too cold to continue to use the premises through the winter months. 
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7. Planning. 

7.1 To consider the following applications: 
o 20/00430/FUL – Wickfield Stud,Cleeve Hill – Demolition of existing and erection 

of replacement equestrian building.   Objection – the building will not blend in 
with its surroundings due to the proposed materials.  Considers that the 
use of treated timber externally would create a more rustic look. 

o 20/00759/FUL – Whiteshill, Mill Lane, Prestbury – Erection of a single storey 
side and rear extension.  Objection – the glazed elements are very different 
to the design of the house; both the design and the arrangement of the 
doors and windows in the previously approved scheme were more in 
keeping with the existing house. 

 
7.2   Other planning matters: 
The Planning Investigation Officer had advised that he had received the following 
enquiries: 

o Mountross, Cleeve Hill, Southam – Alleged unauthorised outbuilding. 
o 27 Ratcliff Lawns, Southam – Alleged breach of condition 3 (external facing 

materials) of planning permission 18/00820/FUL. 
o Edgegrove Kennels, Southam Lane – Unauthorised, material change of use 

from kennels to workshop, dog grooming business and carpentry business.   
Notification had been received that an appeal had been lodged against refusal of 

planning permission for application 20/00297/FUL – Land adj. Thrift House, Ashleigh 

Lane, Cleeve Hill – Erection of 2no. dwellings, access improvements and associated 

works.  Council had lodged comments on 15th May 2020 and would not be submitting 

further comment to the Planning Inspectorate. 

8. Remembrance Sunday. 

This item was deferred to the end of the meeting. 

9. Pensions – Auto Enrolment. 
The Clerk reported that the three yearly declaration of compliance with automatic 
enrolment duties had been completed.  The Clerk was not enrolled in a pension 
scheme. 
 

10. VAS Maintenance agreement. 
Swarco had fallen behind with renewals due to their offices being closed during 
lockdown.  The new renewal date was 1st October 2020 and renewal of the Gold Level 
Maintenance Contract (previously circulated) was agreed by the Council.  John 
Donovan had reported issues with downloading data and the Clerk will ask for a prompt 
maintenance visit so that this can be investigated. 
 

11. Grass cutting contract. 
Meetings and / or telephone conversations had been conducted with the existing 
contractor and a further contractor, and quotations had been received from both for 
different aspects of the work.  It was agreed that the contract with John Preece and 
Sons would be continued at the quoted price of £340 per cut (unchanged from last 
year).  It was agreed that Vince Larcombe would be asked to cut the area around the 
planter at the junction of Southam Lane and Old Road at a cost of £70 per cut from 
March to October – to include the removal of grass cuttings.  He will also be asked if he 
is able to fit in one cut before the end of the year. 
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12. Finance. 

12.1  The Clerk had investigated other banking arrangements.  Many councils 
recommend Unity Trust Bank for ease of communication online and by phone.  
However, it was agreed that their monthly charge of £6 could not be justified when the 
current arrangements with Lloyds Bank were appropriate for the needs of the Council.  
No change would therefore be made.  However, during the pandemic it had become 
clear that the Council would benefit from the use of online payments.  The Council 
agreed that this should be set up. 
12.2  Cllr Lennon had completed a check of bank reconciliations for the 6 months to 
September 2020.  See agenda item 5.  
12.3  The accounts and bank reconciliation as at 30th September 2020 (previously 
circulated) were approved by the Council. 
12.4  Payments for October 2020 were approved by the Council: grass cutting 
£408.00, newsletter printing £137.00, councillor training £50.00, VAS maintenance 
contract £457.66, Clerk’s salary £301.05, administration £192.15 PAYE £75.40. 

13. Date of next meeting.  

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th November (virtual meeting). 
 
8.25 pm    5 members of the public left the meeting. 
 
Deferred item 8 Remembrance Sunday.  
It was resolved to discuss this item in closed session due to the inclusion of 
information regarding the arrangements for other parishes which was not yet in the 
public domain.  (Local Government Act 1972 s100(2) and Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 s1(2)).  It was agreed that the arrangements in Southam would be 
restricted to a private laying of wreaths on Sunday 8th November carried out in 
compliance with the COVID-19 regulations and advice in force at the time. Residents 
will be advised that the wreaths would be in place by 3.00 pm. The Clerk will draw up a 
new Risk Assessment document to reflect the revised arrangements. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.35pm  


