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Southam Parish Council   

 
M I N U T E S (SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING) 
OF the Full Meeting of the Parish Council held on 26th November 2019 at 7.30pm in 
Southam Village Hall. 
 

Present:  Cllr Adrienne Wood (Chair), Cllr Steve Lennon, Cllr Karen Licence, Cllr John 

Workman, Cllr Ken Davey (from item 4). 

Also Present:   Clerk – Liz Dowie 
  10 members of the public 
 
    

1. To receive Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Anna Hollaway and County Cllr Roger Wilson. 
 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were received. 

 

3. To agree the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th October 2019 
The minutes were agreed as a true record by unanimous vote and were signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

4. To consider the co-option of a new Councillor 
Ken Davey had put himself forward for co-option.  Cllr Wood proposed, Cllr Lennon 
seconded and all councillors agreed by unanimous vote  that he be co-opted as a councillor 
with immediate effect.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed in the presence 
of the Clerk and Ken Davey was welcomed to the Council. 
 

5. To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors. 
County and Borough Councillors were not present at the meeting, but the Clerk passed on a 

report from Cllr Hollaway that the abandoned car had now been removed from the verge on 

the A435 by Cheltenham Rugby Club. 

 
6. To receive reports from Parish Councillors and Clerk 

Cllr Licence reported that, as Flood Warden, she had been copied in on correspondence 

between the former Flood Warden and Gloucestershire County Council regarding blocked 

gullies near the A435 roundabout close to G E Aviation.  These had now been cleared by 

GCC contractors.  It was also noted that B4632 had been flooded by the Ellenborough Park 

Hotel during the recent period of heavy rainfall. 

Cllr Wood reported that the Village Hall Quiz Night on 22nd November had been well 

attended with all 60 tickets being sold.  The Christmas Film “Elf” would be shown at 4.00pm 

on Sunday 1st December and this would be followed by the Lights Switch On at 6.00 pm. 

The Clerk read out the Speedwatch update provided by John Donovan.  The first speed 

survey had been carried out on Southam Lane adjacent to Ratcliff Lawns on 22nd November.  

The MVAS signs have been serviced and are working well. 
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The next Chartered Parish and Town Council Meeting would take place on 4th December  

and Cllr Lennon agreed to represent the Council.  (This meeting was subsequently 

cancelled). 

Stagecoach South West had been contacted regarding the issue raised by a resident that 

the Southam stop was not listed on the published timetable for the new W service.  This was 

due to the fact that the Southam stop was not a timing point but that it was noted that the 

stop was 3-4 minutes journey time from the Prestbury War Memorial stop which was shown 

on the timetable. 

A request for a licence payment for an image used on the website had been received.  The 

image had now been removed and it had been considered that it would be more cost 

effective to settle the licence fee rather than dispute it. 

Butterfly Conservation had been invoiced, as previously agreed, for one of the bins installed 

by the Bill Smyllie Reserve. 

A response had been received to the letter sent by the Parish Council to the GCC Director of 

Education regarding the Options Appraisal recommendation to site a new primary school at 

Cleeve School.  It was stated that there were no other viable alternatives at present and that 

the distance from new housing developments in Bishops Cleeve to the suggested site 

remains within the statutory walking distance prescribed by legislation.  However, it was 

noted that Bishops Cleeve Parish Council had suggested that the former Nortenham 

Allotment site on Evesham Road should be considered as an alternative site and GCC had 

acknowledged this suggestion. 

7. Public Adjournment 
A neighbour of the property at 25 Ratcliff Lawns suggested that the proposed side extension 

would reduce light into neighbouring properties and had raised this with the applicants. 

In response to a question from a resident, a member of the Speedwatch team advised that 

the speed check on Southam Lane had been carried out while temporary traffic lights were 

in place and it was acknowledged that this would have affected the results.  On Southam 

Lane 6 of the 30 speeds recorded were between 30 and 40 mph.  The speed check on 

Kayte Lane had now been carried out and 9 of the 30 speeds recorded were in excess of  

35 mph.  Speeds on New Road would be recorded on 29th November. 

A resident requested an update on fundraising for the new Village Hall extension and was 

advised that no funds had been secured and the first stage would be to submit plans to 

Tewkesbury Borough Council Planning Department for their comments before submitting a 

formal application. 

8. Planning Applications 

19/00960/FUL – 25 Ratcliff Lawns, Southam – Erection of single storey side extension.   
No objection in principle but observation made that the roof configuration might be  
re-designed or the height of the extension lowered in order not to reduce light to 
neighbouring properties. 
19/01046/FUL – Land at Cuckoo Farm, Southam Lane, Southam – Proposed residential 
annexe building.  Objection since this represents unnecessary building on the Green Belt 
and is not in keeping with the surrounding area. 
19/01087/FUL – Ashleigh House, Ashleigh Lane, Cleeve Hill – Erection of a single storey 
side/rear extension.  No objection. 
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19/01103/FUL – Springbank. Old Road, Southam – Erection of a single and two storey front 
extension, loft conversion, re-elevation of house and installation of roof lights.  Objection 
since the scale of the proposals would dominate the site, and the materials to be used are 
not in keeping with the setting. 
19/01111/FUL – Hill View, Southam Lane, Southam – Erection of a single storey side and 
rear extension with a hipped roof, replacement of existing windows, alterations to existing 
section of pitched roof to form a new flat roof dormer.  No objection. 
 
Other planning matters: 
Two residents made comments on the travellers’ site on Kayte Lane.  It was noted that the 
utility block was not in line with that which had been agreed in that the orientation was wrong 
and a flat roof extension of equivalent size had been added.  No updates had been received 
since August for the Parish Council to pass on to residents and there had been no evidence 
of enforcement action being carried out despite both the retrospective applications 
19/00020/FUL and 19/00021/FUL being refused.  In addition, the site access was not in line 
with that approved in that only a mirror had been put in place opposite the access, and the 
stable had not been removed following the refusal of retrospective planning permission.  The 
Clerk was asked to write to the Enforcement Team asking for an update. 
 
The Clerk reported that notification had been received from the Planning Investigation 
Officer that he was investigating the alleged unauthorised terracing of the front garden at 
Triscombe, Southam Lane.  It was understood that the complaint had been made by the 
utility company which was carrying out works on Southam Lane and it was therefore 
considered that this may be a matter for Gloucestershire County Council to determine if 
there had been unauthorised alterations to Highways land. 
 

9. Remembrance Sunday 
The Remembrance service had run smoothly and it had been helpful to have police officers 

present to enforce the road closure.   Those present shared the view of the Royal British 

Legion that the only improvement would be to have a better sound system if it was not 

possible to have a bugler. 

   10.   Finance   

10.1  The updated version of the Financial Regulations had been circulated and the Clerk 
advised that only very minor changes had been made to the version previously adopted.  
Councillors agreed unanimously to adopt the revised version. 
10.2  The accounts and bank reconciliation as at 31st October 2019 (previously circulated) 
were approved by the Council.   
10.3  Payments made since the last meeting were agreed by the Council: Royal British 
Legion – wreath and donation £45.00, two bins at Butterfly Reserve £741.60 
10.4   Payments for November were agreed:   hall hire £60.00, plants £26.99, newsletter 

postage £14.64, Clerk training £60.00 and £20.00, payroll services £23.25, Clerk’s salary 

£247.81, PAYE £61.80, image licence £98.00. 

 
11. Correspondence 

All correspondence had been dealt with elsewhere in the agenda. 
 

12.   Date of next meeting:        
 Tuesday 10th December 2020 at 7.30pm in Southam Village Hall  

                                                                                      

 The meeting closed at 8.30pm 


