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Southam Parish Council                                                                                            

 
 

M I N U T E S (SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING) 
of the Full Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th March 2021 at 7.30pm. 
 

This meeting is allowable under the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 
2020 (“the 2020 Regulations”) which came into force on 4th April 2020 in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. The 2020 Regulations enable local councils to hold remote meetings (including by video and 
telephone conferencing) for a specified period until May 2021. The published agenda for this meeting 
contained a link enabling members of the public to join the meeting. 

Councillors present:  Cllr Adrienne Wood (Chairman), Cllr Carli Burke, Cllr Steve Lennon, Cllr 

Karen Licence, Cllr John Workman. 

 
Also Present:   Clerk – Liz Dowie 

   11 members of the public 
 
Before the start of the meeting a minute’s silence was observed in memory of Cllr Ken Davey 
who passed away in February. 
 

1. To receive apologies. 

Apologies were received from Borough Councillor Mike Dean. 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest. 

Cllrs Burke and Licence declared an interest in agenda item 8.1, Planning Application 
21/00005/FUL. 

3. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2021. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2021 were approved unanimously and 
will be signed by the Chairman. 

4. To receive reports from Borough Councillors. 

Cllr Dean had sent his apologies but had spoken to the Clerk. He had followed up 
information from the Clerk regarding concerns raised by residents about events to be 
held at the car boot sale site and Newlands Rugby Club in April.  He had contacted the 
Environmental Health Department and the Head of Built Environment and will keep the 
Clerk updated with developments. 

5. To receive reports from Parish Councillors and Clerk. 

Cllr Burke reported that the hedgerows on the Noverton estate were littered with dog 

bags and Cllr Licence commented that there was clearly a need for an additional dog 

waste bin at the end of the Desert Orchid Road.  The Clerk reported that she was still 

liaising with Tewkesbury Borough Council Property Services Department and they had 

advised that they would contact Taylor Wimpey as this area had not yet been adopted 
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and it did not appear to fall within the area purchased by County to County Property 

Group.   

Cllr Lennon reported that he had received an email from the Chair of Bishops Cleeve 

Football Club following the briefing meeting which he and the Clerk had attended in 

January.  The Club had launched a crowdfunding campaign and asked for the Parish 

Council’s support by way of a donation and by helping to publicise the campaign.  An 

item will be added to the agenda of the April meeting so that Council might consider 

making a donation. 

Cllr Wood reported that the Village Hall remained closed due to Covid restrictions. 

The Clerk reported on the following: 

• She had investigated the possibilities for litter picking along Southam Lane, in 
particular along the ditch leading to the racecourse entrance.  There are two 
options to consider: 1) Individuals may register with Tewkesbury Borough 
Council, and would be provided with equipment after a health and safety 
induction has been undertaken. 2) One off community events would also be 
supported but the Parish Council would have to carry out a risk assessment.  
For both options there are limitations on insurance cover depending on the 
speed limit on the adjacent roads.  It was noted that there is already a 
longstanding group of litter pickers in the village and the Clerk will contact the 
organiser for more details.  A request for additional volunteers will be made in 
the next newsletter.  In the meantime the Clerk has asked the Highways 
Department if they will clear the ditch of larger debris in the ditch by the 
racecourse. 

• The Elections Office had confirmed that there had been no request for an 
election to fill the vacancy for the late Anna Hollaway’s seat and that this may 
now be filled by co-option.  They will be asked later in the month to give notice of 
the vacancy which has arisen following the passing of Ken Davey. 

• Gloucestershire County Council had notified the Parish Council of a change in 
legislation which may result in rights of way being lost if they are not recorded as 
an official right of way, since landowners will be able to close these off in 2026.  
If anyone is aware of any such rights of way or if they need help with 
researching a particular route, the Clerk can put them in contact with the GCC 
Asset Data team. 

6. Road Safety in Southam. 

A member of the Community Speedwatch Team is drawing up a map of the various 

road safety hazards around the village and it was considered that it would be a useful 

exercise to carry out a survey of residents to ascertain the areas of concern.  It is hoped 

that this, together with the data extracted from the MVAS equipment will provide helpful 

evidence for future discussions with Gloucestershire Highways Department and the 

Police.  Councillors agreed that a survey should be distributed to residents in the next 

newsletter and David Jones offered to add the survey to the website.  The Clerk will 

agree the content of the survey in advance with both councillors and members of the 

Community Speedwatch team. 

7. Public adjournment. 

David Jones reported that the Southam Community Support Group would stand down 

from 12th April.  Volunteers had been very busy in the first and second lockdowns but no 

requests for assistance had been received since 1st December.  It was reassuring that 

residents now had support networks in place and were now able to receive home 
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deliveries.  The infrastructure of the group will remain in place so that support can be 

offered again at short notice, if needed. 

 

The arrangements for Ken Davey’s funeral were confirmed.  

 

Mark Le Grand outlined the reasons for the new application for Ladythorn, Cleeve Hill 

and was happy to answer questions when the application was considered by 

councillors. 

8. Planning. 

8.1 To consider the following applications: 
20/01264/FUL – Land off Kayte Lane, Bishops Cleeve – Full application for 2no. 
community tennis courts, floodlights and CCTV, with associated access and parking, 
and CCTV cameras for the existing AstroTurf pitches. (Neighbouring Parish).   
No objection in principle  but supports the comments of the Environmental 
Health Officer that full details of the proposed external lighting system should 
be submitted prior to installation and that lighting should not operate after 
9.30pm. 
20/00109/TPO – Southam Paddocks, New Road, Southam – T.2 – Oak – removal of 
deadwood over roadside.  Reduce limbs overhanging roadside by 2.5-3m.  T.3 – Oak 
– removal of deadwood over roadside.  Reduce crown on roadside by 3m.   
No objection. 
21/00152/FUL – Highcroft, Queenwood Grove, Prestbury – demolish existing two 
storey side extension, erection of a two storey side extension and new green oak 
glazed stables.  No objection. 
21/00170/FUL – Ladythorn, Cleeve Hill, Southam – Erection of a front and side 
extension, add additional storey and material alterations.  Councillors’ opinions were 
divided regarding the addition of a second storey which the Council had previously 
objected to when proposed under application 20/00206/FUL.   
No objection. (3 in favour, 2 against). 
 

8.25 pm    Mark Le Grand left the meeting 

21/00005/FUL – Land to the west of Wayward Lad Close and Desert Orchid Road – 
Erection of 5no. dwellings and associated works.  (Cllrs Burke and Licence took no 
part in consideration of this application and Cllr Licence’s contribution to the discussion 
was limited to the history of the land to be developed).  No objection in principle to 
the development of this area, but considers that there is potential for loss of 
amenity for neighbours and consideration should be given to positioning of 
windows to avoid overlooking neighbouring properties.  In addition, parking on 
the estate is already limited and sufficient off road parking must be allowed for 
in order to avoid the need for on road parking. 
 

8.2 Other planning matters: 
A resident had advised that Arlo Homes intend to submit a planning application to build 
29 houses in the field opposite the Rising Sun Hotel on Cleeve Hill.  Trees have been 
cut down and a Cotswold stone wall demolished.  A Planning Enforcement Officer from 
Tewkesbury Borough Council will investigate.  The site is in Woodmancote Parish and 
their Parish Council has also raised this with Tewkesbury Borough Council. 
 
An enforcement investigation will be carried out by Tewkesbury Borough Council into a 
large fence which has been erected at a property on Lye Lane. 
 

8.35 pm   One member of the public left the meeting. 
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9. Finance. 
9.1 The accounts and bank reconciliation as at 28th February 2021 (previously circulated) 

were approved by the Council. 
9.2 Payments for March were approved by the Council: Local Council Award Scheme 

accreditation fee £60.00, payroll services £23.85, Clerk’s salary £259.69, PAYE 
£64.80, admin £64.88, MVAS padlock £9.90. 
 

10. Arrangements for the Annual Parish Council Meeting. 
Since current legislation does not allow for virtual meetings to take place from 7th May 
2021, it was agreed that the date of the Annual Parish Council Meeting would be 
brought forward to Tuesday 4th May and the June meeting (currently expected to take 
place in person in the Village Hall) would be delayed until 15th or 22nd June.  The Clerk 
will make provisional bookings of the Village Hall for both these dates, and the 
arrangements for in person meetings would be reviewed again in May. 
 

11. Date of Next Meeting  
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th April 2021 at 7.30pm (virtual meeting). 

 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.40pm  


