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Southam Parish Council                                                                                            

 
 

M I N U T E S (SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING) of 
the Full Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th December 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 

This meeting is allowable under the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of 
Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 (“the 2020 
Regulations”) which came into force on 4th April 2020 in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. The 2020 
Regulations enable local councils to hold remote meetings (including by video and telephone conferencing) 
for a specified period until May 2021. The published agenda for this meeting contained a link enabling 
members of the public to join the meeting. 

Councillors present:  Cllr Adrienne Wood (Chairman), Cllr Carli Burke, Cllr Steve Lennon, Cllr 

Karen Licence, Cllr John Workman. 

 
Also Present:   Clerk – Liz Dowie 

   9 members of the public 
 
 
Before the meeting commenced Cllr Wood paid tribute to the late Cllr Anna Hollaway and led a 
minute’s silence in her memory. 
 

1. To receive apologies. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Ken Davey and Borough Cllr Mike Dean. 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest. 

No declarations of interest were received. 

3. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2020. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2020 were approved unanimously and 
will be signed by the Chairman. 

4. To receive reports from Borough Councillors. 

Cllr Dean had provided a written report on Borough matters and paid tribute to Cllr Hollaway 
He gave an update on the Kayte Lane travellers’ site and provided the latest COVID 
statistics for Tewkesbury which, whilst showing signs of stabilising, did not leave room for 
complacency. 
 

5. To receive a presentation on the data extracted from the Vehicle Activated Speed Sign 

equipment. 

            Mr Bill Motion gave a presentation explaining the data extracted from the VAS signs 
 located on New Road and Southam Lane for the period 1st – 28th November and took 
questions from councillors and residents.   
The locations of the signs were discussed and it was noted that checks carried out by the 
Community Speedwatch team in the vicinity of the signs had provided comparable data.  
However the Speedwatch checks do capture more detail on the speeding vehicles.  The 
VAS data could be used to supplement the Speedwatch data when influencing the police to 
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use speed camera vans in the parish.  It was also noted that the volume of traffic was 
greater on Southam Lane when compared with New Road.  However, the proportion of 
speeding cars was lower on Southam Lane.  It was agreed that it would be useful to 
examine trends across the year and also to note the impact on traffic flow on days when the 
car boot sales take place on Southam Lane.  
 

6. To receive reports from Parish Councillors and Clerk 

Cllr Licence reported on the ongoing problem with buses negotiating the turning circle on 

Desert Orchid Road and damaging the verge.  It was believed that a larger vehicle, not a 

bus, had caused more recent substantial damage to the verge. 

Cllr Burke reported that she had completed both parts of the GAPTC training for new 

councillors and considered that it was a good induction to the work of a councillor. 

Cllr Workman advised that the catch on the gate leading to footpath ASM11 was still in need 

of a permanent repair, although a temporary repair appeared to have been carried out by a 

resident.  In addition, the stile on this route was unstable and in need of repair.  The Clerk 

will contact the Public Rights of Way team about both matters. 

Cllr Wood reported that the Christmas decorations had been put up at the Village Hall and it 

was hoped that the hall would re-open in the New Year. 

The Clerk reported on the following matters: 

She was still trying to obtain a response from Tewkesbury Borough Council Property 

Services Department regarding the installation of a dog waste bin close to Mill Lane on the 

Noverton estate.   

A complaint had been received that litter was being dropped on Sunset Lane by school 

pupils getting off a school bus.  The Clerk had identified the school and would contact them 

to ask them to remind pupils to use the bin located on Old Road. 

Tewkesbury Borough Council had advised that it was offering a third free day of parking in 

Tewkesbury and Winchcombe on Saturdays leading up to Christmas.  It was hoped that this 

additional day would encourage people to shop local. 

A resident had advised that the Idsall Drive car park in Prestbury was under threat of closure 

as the site may be sold.  The Clerk will approach Prestbury Parish Council to ask if the 

concerns of Southam residents might also be passed on, especially in view of the impact on 

local shops if the car park is closed. 

7. Public adjournment. 

Presentation on VAS data – one resident raised the point about the monitoring of traffic on 

days when the car boot sales are in operation. (Minuted under item 5).  

8. Planning. 

8.1 To consider the following applications: 
o 20/00756/FUL – Transmitting Station, Cleeve Hill, Southam – Installation of an additional 

ground based power cabinet within the existing telecommunications site compound with a 
total size of 2.71m x 2.71m x 2.81m.  No objection. 

o 20/00206/FUL – Ladythorn, Cleeve Hill, Southam – Erection of a front and side extension.  
(Further revision to exclude erection of a second storey).  The removal of the second 
storey is a reasonable compromise and therefore no objection to the revised plans 
dated 3rd December 2020. 

o 20/00787/FUL – The Steps, Cleeve Hill, Southam – Demolition of existing single storey 
garage and erection of a two storey side garage with studio above and a two storey side 
extension.  No comments submitted.  (Neighbouring parish). 



29 
 

o 20`/00985/FUL – Unit 9, Cleeve Business Park, Bishops Cleeve – Change of use of 
B1/B2/B8 industrial unit to B2/B8/E and the addition of new external windows and a door.  
No comments submitted.  (Neighbouring parish). 
8.2  Other planning matters: 

o 20/01147/FUL – Country View, School Lane, Southam – Erection of a single storey rear 
extension.  This application was received too late for consideration at the meeting.  An 
extension for comments until 13th January 2021 has been granted. 

o 20/00598/FUL – Land adj, Springbank, Old Road, Southam – Proposed erection of a single 
dwelling, associated landscaping and parking. Officer recommendation – Delegated Permit. 
 
8.10 pm    One member of the public left the meeting. 
 

9. Council Policies and Procedures. 
9.1 To adopt new policies: 
o Training and Development Policy 

The Council agreed to adopt the Training and Development Policy (previously circulated). 
o Social Media Policy 

The Council agreed to adopt the Social Media Policy (previously circulated). 
9.2 To consider the Action Plan for 2021/22: 

The Council considered the Action Plan and agreed to adopt it after amendment to 

Section 5 to include reference to current arrangements to publish details of new planning 

applications on the website and via the email circulation list. 

 
10. Local Council Award Scheme. 
10.1 The Council reviewed the information circulated and agreed by resolution that it 

publishes online: 
Its standing orders and financial regulations 
Its Code of Conduct and a link to councillors’ registers of interests 
Its publication scheme 
Its last annual return 
Transparent information about council payments 
A calendar of all meetings including the annual meeting of electors 
Minutes for at least one year of full council meetings 
Current agendas 
The budget and precept information for the current or next financial year 
Its complaints procedure 
Councillor contact details and councillor information in line with the Transparency Code 
Its action plan for the current year 
Evidence of consulting the community 
Publicity advertising council activities 
Evidence of participating in town and country planning.  
 

10.2 The Council reviewed the information circulated and agreed by resolution that   
 it has: 
A risk management scheme 
A register of assets 
Contracts for staff members 
Up to date insurance policies that mitigate risks to public money 
Disciplinary and grievance procedures 
A policy for training new staff and councillors 
A record of all training undertaken by staff and councillors in the last year 
A clerk who has achieved 12 CPD points in the last year. 
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11. Finance. 
11.1 The accounts and bank reconciliation as at 30th November 2020 (previously circulated) 

were approved by the Council. 
11.2 Payments for December were approved by the Council: donation £40.00, grass cutting 

£70, payroll services £23.25, newsletter printing £224.00, Clerk’s salary £259.49, PAYE 
£65.00. 

11.3 The Council approved the draft budget of £14,650 for 2020/21. 
After discussions with the newsletter editor it was suggested that invoices for advertising 
were delayed from February to April in 2021 to allow for the fact that no newsletter was 
produced for June/July 2020 due to the pandemic.  Any charges for new advertisers during 
2020 would be added to the April invoices.  This arrangement would fit better with the 
Council’s financial year.  
The Clerk had received advice from SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks) that there was 
an expectation that the Parish Council would operate a website in its own name and the 
Clerk will revert to SLCC with an alternative suggested by the webmaster.  Funding of £705 
for a new website had previously been absorbed into general reserves and this would be 
earmarked at the year end, if needed.   
Details of the council tax base had been received and the precept would be considered at 
the January meeting. 

 
12. Date of Next Meeting  

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 12th January 2021 at 7.30pm (virtual meeting). 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting by thanking residents for attending the virtual meetings 

during this unusual year and she thanked the Councillors and Clerk for their work throughout 

the year. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.32pm  


