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Text Box
The Southam Newsletter is published every 2 months.Changes to events and updates of interest to residents are circulated by email to the Residents' Email Distribution List.To add your name to the list please send a request to webmaster@southamtoday.org.ukDon't forget to include your name



 

“It’s Christmas!” 
 

Southam Children’s 
Christmas Party 

 

Saturday 18th December 2021 
Southam Village Hall 

3pm to 5pm 
 

Bring-and-share picnic 
Christmas crafts, games and a best 

Christmas outfit/jumper competition 

 

B 

 

£5.00 
Present from 

Father Christmas 
included 

Email southamchristmasparty@gmail.com 

with number of tickets 
required, name(s) and 
age(s) of child(ren) by 
09/12/2021 





Contact 
ednajsmith@btinternet.com 
Telephone – 01242 520 137 
Letters – 37 Ratcliff Lawns 

Edna’s Epistle… 

A warm welcome is extended to Karen and David Randolph who are very busy establishing 

themselves in their home in Old Road. 

A cuddly welcome to baby Sebastian Mbira, born 22nd August 2021 to proud parents Lianne and 

McDonald. 

EDITOR WANTED  

After 15 years as Editor of Southam Newsletter I have now decided to relinquish the position as 

soon as a replacement Editor volunteers..... 

I feel now is an appropriate time with our new producer Bill Motion and together with a new editor 

they will almost certainly have new ideas and presentations. 

Please ....if anyone would like to take on this worthwhile role contact yours truly  

Edna Smith  

01242 520137 

ednajsmith@btinternet.com 

 

Ellenborough Fireworks Issue 

We appreciate that the recent firework displays have been enjoyed by a number of neighbours, but 

we also acknowledge that this has caused upset for some.  We have requested therefore, for all 

future firework displays to be brought closer to the track further away from our neighbours’ 

boundaries to avoid flying debris.  Of course this is always dependent upon wind direction and 

speed, but we want to share that we are doing everything in our power to find a solution.  Apologies 

to any neighbours who have been inconvenienced by previous firework displays.  We also want to 

share that we are actively promoting silent fireworks to new future events.  

Claudia Dascal 

Reservations Manager 

Notable Events 

We had three traffic incidents in the last month where vehicles have gone through the hedges or 

fences of local properties. One incident occurred on Cleeve Hill, just below the Rising Sun on the 

opposite side of the B4632. Another incident occurred at the junction of Old Road and New Road. 

Yet another occurred with a vehicle through the hedge on the Z-bend on Kayte Lane. There was a 

burglary on Southam Lane. It looks like New Road (near the junction with Old Road) is going to 

suffer the same problem as Southam Lane (near the junction with Old Road) with water seepage. I 

think it took about 3 or 4 years on and off to sort Southam Lane out. 

We are always pleased to receive and publish your letters. 

When writing, please provide a name, address and telephone 

number. On request, the name and address of correspondents 

will be withheld. 



Southam Village Gardening Club 
 
The inaugural meeting was held on 28th September and proved very successful.  We were 

entertained by Liz and Ian Ramsay who gave a talk about their garden on Cleeve Hill illustrated with 

lovely slides.  The speaker for the October meeting was Sam Taylor-Hunt of Modica Gardens, 

Prestbury, who talked about Seeded Perennial Meadows and the potential for their use in climate 

conscious landscaping.  

Forthcoming meetings include a Christmas Social on 16th December and on 20th January we have 

Roger Umpelby giving a talk entitled ‘Bees – what’s all the fuss about?’ 

Meetings are held on third Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

For more information contact gardens@southamtoday.org.uk or phone 07980 699036 

 

Dick Whittington Panto 
 

It’s Panto time again The Dramatic Villagers  (Formerly Southam Drama Group) will be 

performing Dick Whittington at Prestbury Hall on  
 

Friday January 28th  2022 at 7:30pm 

Saturday January 29th 2022 at 2pm and 7:30pm 

Sunday 30th January 2022 at 4.00pm 

 

With 16 children and 10 adults, there will be the normal panto Oh yes he is and He’s behind you, as 

well as songs, sweets thrown and I am sure lots of fun, mistakes and laughter. 

Tickets available from: www.thedramaticvillagers.co.uk  

Bar open and ice cream tubs available. 

Doors will be open 45 minutes prior to curtain opening. 

Raffle and fancy dress prizes as well.  

So come as the Cat Felicks or Dick Whittington himself. 

 

We shall be supporting 

The James Hopkins Trust 

for children with life limiting conditions. 

 
 

 



 

The Church of the Ascension, Southam 

 Due to more rain getting inside the church from the leaking 

roof,  the  hanging  of  the  painting  St.  Veronique  has  been 

delayed.  As  scaffolding  is  in  place  church  services  are 

being held in the Tithe Barn. 

Holy Communion Services are very well attended and 

Breakfast Church is as popular as ever. Do come along.  

Edna Smith. 
 
Edna Smith – 01242 520 137 
 

 
*These Christmas arrangements may change 
 

“Drop In” 
 
A big thank you to Lynda and Deano, plus the helpers, for creating a very special warm welcome 
and delicious refreshments for every meeting. It is a wonderful asset for our community. 
 Come to “Drop In” and make lots of new friends and join in the chatter ! 

ES   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

DROP-IN to the Village Hall 

for a cup of tea and slice of 

cake and join the increasing 

numbers dropping in once a 

fortnight. 

Wednesday 8th December 

Wednesday 22nd December 

Wednesday 12th January 

Wednesday 26th January 

All at 2.30pm – 4.30pm 



 

SOUTHAM WOMEN’S INSTITUTE REPORT  
 
October & November 2021 
 
The AGM was held in the village hall on November 2nd 2021. 
Our Chairman Susan Cooper read out the minutes of the AGM 
2020.This meeting was held on Zoom. 2020 was a difficult year for 
everyone but we managed to have a coffee morning and get 
together in the village hall grounds when restrictions lifted, and Elma Detheridge kindly gave a 
coffee morning in her garden in the summer. 
Our Treasurer Beryl Smith is giving up her position after 14 years .We presented her with a gift and 
voucher and thanked her for being an excellent treasurer and keeping tabs on our financial  
situation. We thanked her also for organizing our wonderful trip to Slimbridge in the summer. 
Susan Cooper has also decided, after 3 years, to stand down from her position as Chairman. We 
thanked her for being an efficient and enthusiastic Chairman and for all her hard work. 
Isabel Henchy very kindly said she will take over the position as Chairman and Susan kindly said 
she would take over the role as Treasurer  
We are all looking forward to our Christmas lunch at the Greenway Hotel on December 1 st  
On December 7th at 7.30 pm, Stephen Rowley is entertaining us. His title being “In Comes I” 
Basically it’s a traditional Mummers play which apparently is linked to Morris Men. He is bringing 
costumes and tells us it will be good fun!  
On Tuesday January 4th 2022, Judith Humphreys is giving a talk on the “Benefits of Reflexology” 
which includes a demonstration. This event is in the afternoon 2-2.30 pm followed by tea - and 
cakes! 
We have such a varied programme of speakers and events in the WI and would welcome new 
members. We meet on the first Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm in the village hall. 
If you would like to find out more about what we do, please contact one of the Secretaries,
details below:

Pauline Cook-McAnoy Tel: 01242-520133 
Isabel Henchy Tel: 01242-221440 – email: issy@henchy.uk 
Secretaries 

 

 
 



Lloyd’s Home & Garden Maintenance

T: 01242 524105  M: 07914 641609

Email: john.lloyd1966@btinternet

Services Provided

Internal Painting & Decorating

Security locks fitted

Tiling

Basic Plumbing

Blind Fitting

Furniture assembly

Locksmith work

External Patio laying & maintenance

Fence erecting & maintenance

Lawn maintenance

Garden maintenance

Gutter/Drain clearance

Security items fitted

All work full insured & carried out by a CRB 
checked person. 10%discount for OAPs

Andrew Sullivan
Home & Garden Services

 •  Maintenance & repairs to homes & gardens

 •  Interior & exterior painting

 •  Lawn & hedge cutting

 •  Garden clearance & regular maintenance

 •  Guttering & fascia cleaning, replacement &      
 repairs

 •  Powered brush & pressure washing for            
cleaning drives & block paving

 •  All work considered

Full indemnity insurance 

Reliable trustworthy local service 

Call me for friendly no obligation advice

Tel: 01242 521 555
Mob: 07906 510 808



 

Parish Council News  
 

 
SOUTHAM PARISH COUNCIL – October 2021 /November 2021 

Meetings. 

Temporary legislation to allow virtual meetings ended on 7th May and the Parish Council has now 

reverted to “in-person” meetings in Southam Village Hall on the second Tuesday of each month with 

social distancing in place for the time being.  If any residents would prefer not to attend in person 

they are very welcome to submit comments or questions to the Clerk, Liz Dowie, in advance of the 

meeting. 

Parish Councillor Vacancy. 

We have one vacancy and if you are interested in becoming a councillor, please contact the Clerk or 

any of the councillors, whose contact details can be found under “Useful Numbers” in this 

newsletter.  Alternatively, you can find out more by coming along to one of our Parish Council 

meetings. 

Police Community Engagement Vehicle. 

The Community Engagement Vehicle was in the Village Hall car park on 8th October and our local 

PCSO Farah Devji-Large and her colleagues were on hand to give advice on home security and to 

answer residents’ questions.  The team was very pleased with the response to their first visit to 

Southam and they have arranged to come back on Wednesday 19th January when they will again 

be in Southam Village Hall car park from 10.00am to 3.00pm. 

Road Safety. 

A working group comprising members of the Parish Council and the Community Speedwatch team 

met in October with representatives of the Gloucestershire County Council Highways Team to 

discuss road safety based on the data extracted from the VAS equipment and concerns raised by 

residents in the Road Safety survey carried out in April.  It was a useful meeting which highlighted 

several areas which require further discussion and research.  Notes of the key points which arose 

from the meeting can be found on the following page.  If you have any questions or comments on 

any  aspect of the discussions, please contact the Clerk, Liz Dowie in the first instance.  

Maintenance Projects. 

Quotations for the replacement noticeboard for School Lane were considered at the October 

meeting and an order has been placed.  It is hoped that the new noticeboard, which will match the 

existing Village Hall noticeboard, will be installed in the spring. We have also obtained approval 

from Tewkesbury Borough Council to install a new mixed waste bin on the Noverton Estate at the 

end of Desert Orchid Road and it is hoped that this too will be installed in the spring. 

Councillors would like to take this opportunity to wish all residents a Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year. 

The Clerk can be contacted by email on clerk@southamtoday.org.uk and by phone on  
01242 224 562. 

 



Notes of Highways meeting on 20th October 2021 
 
Present: Highways Department – Craig Freeman, Max Kelly 
  Southam Parish Council – Cllr Adrienne Wood, Clerk – Liz Dowie 
  Community Speedwatch Group – John Donovan, Bill Motion 
   
Old Road/School Lane/New Road 
Points discussed 
Parking near junctions obscuring visibility  
Problems crossing road to bus stop due to speed of vehicles coming (travelling South) round the 
blind bend past war memorial.   
A crossing island is not feasible due to width of road and proximity to the junctions (Sunset Lane 
and Southam Lane.  
Actions: 
Highways to consult Integrated Transport Unit re usage of bus stops; Community Speedwatch team 
to monitor traffic along Old Road for 1 week to ascertain traffic speed and volume 
For consideration and further discussion 
Possibility to paint bus stop lines on tarmac  
Consider replacing verge area on corner of Sunset Lane  
Bend sign might be considered by war memorial  
 
New Road  
Points discussed: 
Speed of traffic; Difficulty of crossing to rural footpath; Exiting from households; Narrow footway and 
overgrown hedgerows 
For consideration and further discussion: 
Possibility of additional repeater 30mph signs 
 
Southam Lane 
Points discussed: 
Speed of traffic and usage by heavy vehicles; Difficulty in crossing near bend; Difficulty in exiting 
driveways near bend; Signage; Gateway arrangements at entrances to village 
Actions:  
Highways to fix angle of 50-30mph signs at junction with B4632; Clerk to search archives for details 
and costs of existing gateways. 
For consideration and further discussion 
Possibility of enhancing gateway arrangements  
 
Other matters discussed 
Query re unauthorised parking on unadopted road – Ratcliff Lawns. 
Haymes Drive- difficulty in exiting onto B4632.  Speed of traffic and overgrown foliage. 
Lack of footway along Southam Lane leading to racecourse entrance 
 
Actions: 
Clerk to encourage residents to report overgrown hedgerows and trees direct rather than through 
Parish Council to achieve quicker response and action. 
Highways to look at and comment on feasibility of footway on this route. 
For consideration and further discussion 
Possibility of refreshing the 30mph  road markings at New Road and Old Road junctions with 
B4632. 
 



 

 

Star Legal Limited Solicitors 
(Incorporating Moore Brown & Dixon LLP) 

YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS 

 

 Client Car Park 

 Facilities and 
access for the 
disabled 

 

 

 

 
 Divorce/Family/Collaborative 
 Employment Law 
 Will/Estates/Probate 
 Conveyancing 
 Business: Sales/Purchases/Leases 

 

Offices at: 

69/70 High St, Tewkesbury, GL20 5LE 

tewkesbury@star-legal.co.uk 

www.star-legal.co.uk 

 

Call Us Now – 01684 292341 





Southam Village Hall 

December 2021 - January 2022 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Forthcoming Village Hall Events   

Village Hall - December 2021 - January 2022 

Christmas Film - 7pm for 7.30pm start  

Saturday 11 December - It’s a Wonderful Life  

 

Pub Night - 7.30pm onwards  

Friday 28 January 2022 

Friday 25 February 2022  

 

Village Hall October-November 

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the pub nights and our film night “Fisherman’s Friends” 

Most clubs have returned to their regular bookings. However, we still remain free on a Wednesday 

evening. 

We have engaged a Quantity Surveyor to help us in the costing of our development works. 

During October we have pruned the large dead tree by the entrance and changed the gate post. We 

have been awarded 5 stars following a food hygiene inspection by the local Environmental Health 

Officer. 

Thank you to Arnie for his work to restore the wooden bench on the boule pitch, so it will have many 

more years of service. 

The Committee’s aim is to use the Hall as a Community Centre so ideas and suggestions for Village 
events are always welcome. 

Please share your ideas via chairsouthamvh@gmail.com 

 

Advertise your business here! 
Please Contact Edna Smith for more details 

ednasmith@btinternet.com 

Telephone – 01242 520 137 



USEFUL NUMBERS



SOUTHAM WI
First Tuesday of each month

7.30pm – 9.30pm

Village Hall

Visitors Welcome

SOUTHAM ART GROUP

Every Thursday morning 

10.15am to 12.15pm

Village Hall

WHAT’S ON in Southam Village Hall

KEEP FIT – Over 50’s

Every Wednesday -- 

9.30am to 10.30am

SOUTHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MEETS AT 7.30pm, 2nd TUESDAY OF EACH 

MONTH – SOUTHAM VILLAGE HALL

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS

Southam Village Hall Reservation procedures:

To book the Village Hall go to the Hire the Hall page on the village website 

(http://www.southamtoday.org.uk/hire-the-hall) and follow the instructions. If you do not have 

internet access please text or call the bookings secretary on 07712 695 207.
2021 HIRE CHARGES

“Occasional Bookings” – for one off bookings - £25/hour 
(£20/hr for Southam residents) £100 deposit

“Regular Bookings” - £12/hour (£10/hr for Southam Residents)

PILATES WITH TINA
LOW Intensity Pilates 

Mondays 11.00am to 12.00
Phone: 07376 051863

KEEP FIT – Over 60’s

Every Wednesday -- 

10.45am to 12.15pm

YOGA
Every Tuesday – 10.15am to 11.30am  until 14 th Dec 2021.

Resumes 4th January 2022
Please Contact Karan:  07587 042 044

Qi Gong & Taiji
Every Tuesday – 12.00 to 2.00pm

Burn anything from 650 to 1,000 calories

DANCE, COMBAT, HIIT & YOGA 

INSPIRED MOVES & MEDITATION

Southam Village Hall – Mondays 7 – 8pm

Check us out on Facebook – search Block Fit Cheltenham

Southam Village Gardening Club

Third Thursday of the month 7.30pm start

http://www.southamtoday.org.uk/hire-the-hall


Festive 

J O I N   U S   F O R

 

 Afternoon Tea

C A L L   0 1 2 4 2   5 4 5 4 5 4   O R   V I S I T

E L L E N B O R O U G H P A R K. COM

 

Q U O T E   F R I E N D S  

T O   E N J O Y   1 0 %   O F F


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16



