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Southam Festival of Light returns again this year...with a twist. 
Sadly, due to the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions we are unable to celebrate our 

annual Christmas light switch on at the village hall. So, we thought wouldn’t it be a 
lovely idea to bring some “light” and festive cheer from our very own doorsteps.  

Like last year, we are kindly asking all residents in Southam to decorate any shrub, 
tree, garage, window or even your house with lights, tinsel, decorations. It doesn’t 

matter how big or how small (even a Christmas decoration in your window). No 
competition involved this year, we just want as many homes to take part as possible. 

And now for the twist... On 13th December at 6 pm we would like all residents to 
gather outside their homes (festive jumpers, hats and Christmas music definitely 

allowed!), and on the strike of 6 pm everyone to turn on their festive lights, raise a 
glass and give a cheer! 

 
Rachel and Sophie 
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Andrew Sullivan 

Home & Garden Services 

• Maintenance & repairs to homes & gardens 

• Interior & exterior painting 

• Lawn & hedge cutting 

• Garden clearance & regular maintenance 

• Guttering & fascia cleaning, replacement & 

repairs 

• Powered brush & pressure washing for 

cleaning drives & block paving 

• All work considered 

Full indemnity insurance  

Reliable trustworthy local service  

Call me for friendly no obligation advice 

Tel: 01242 521 555 

Mob: 07906 510 808 

Lloyd’s Home & Garden Maintenance 

T: 01242 524105  M: 07914 641609 

Email: john.lloyd1966@btinternet 

Services Provided 

Internal Painting & Decorating 

  Security locks fitted 

  Tiling 

  Basic Plumbing 

  Blind Fitting 

  Furniture assembly 

  Locksmith work 

External Patio laying & maintenance 

  Fence erecting & maintenance 

  Lawn maintenance 

  Garden maintenance 

  Gutter/Drain clearance 

  Security items fitted 

All work full insured & carried out by a CRB 

checked person. 10%discount for OAPs 

  



Contact 
ednajsmith@btinternet.com 
Telephone – 01242 520 137 
Letters – 37 Ratcliff Lawns 

Edna’s Epistle … 

A warm welcome to Simon and Kari Bee and their daughter Lucy who have moved into Ratcliff 
Lawns (Lower). We wish them much happiness in their new home. 

***Foodbank update*** 

In these difficult times, many of us have been thinking of those who are struggling. In particular, 
celebrities such as Marcus Rashford have highlighted the issue of food poverty. Locally we have a 
number of Foodbanks responding to people in need. You might find it hard to believe that there are 
people experiencing food poverty in our area but we have a busy Foodbank outlet on our doorstep 
in Bishops Cleeve. This outlet is part of the North Cotswold Foodbank, along with outlets at 
Winchcombe, Bourton on the Water, Moreton in Marsh and Chipping Campden. We are overseen 
by the Trussell Trust which supports a network of over 1200 Foodbanks nationally, including those 
at Cheltenham and Tewkesbury.   
The Trussell Trust has just released mid-year statistics for the period April – September 2020 
showing a 47% increase year on year in the number of people needing food parcels. Mirroring that, 
North Cotswold has seen 45% more people being fed. 
I took over as the lead volunteer at Bishops Cleeve at the end of August and find it both rewarding 
and challenging at times. We are open every Friday morning from 09.45 – 11.15 at the St Michael's 
Centre, where we see clients referred by a number of agencies such as social workers, school staff, 
St Michael's Church and health care professionals. We are very thankful for the generous donations 
which enable us to provide this valuable service. Donations can be brought to the Parish Council 
Offices in Bishops Cleeve on a Friday morning from 9.00 -12.00 midday or brought to the Foodbank 
session at St Michael's Centre on a Friday morning. 
 
Gill Donovan - Lead Volunteer - Bishops Cleeve Foodbank Outlet 

 

***Southam Speedwatch*** 
About 18 months ago some concerned residents and myself talked about the high level of speeding 
motorists passing through our village. After consultation with the parish council we decided to 
contact the Gloucestershire Police and Community Speedwatch officer. 
We undertook individual training and vetting by the police prior to setting up our community 
Speedwatch team. We have endeavoured to carry out speed surveys twice a week; sending the 
details of our findings to the police. We have also been in touch with the Gloucestershire Police 
camera van team and they were very interested in coming to the village. Some of you may well 
have seen the camera van in action on Kayte Lane and Southam Lane. 
I am happy to say that the Speedwatch team also collate the data from the 30mph MVAS flashing 
signs; one on New Road and the other on Southam Lane. It is evident from the data retrieved from 
the signs that 50% of the traffic passing through the village exceeds the 
speed limit. 
The village team consists of four volunteers, soon to be reduced to three as 
one of our team is relocating to Somerset. Three is the minimum number with 
which we can carry on effectively, so we are looking for more volunteers. If 
you feel you would like to join us, the commitment is one or two hours a 
week. Please contact John Donovan, your Neighbourhood Watch 

Coordinator if you wish to join us.            

We are always pleased to receive and publish your letters. 

When writing, please provide a name, address and telephone 

number. On request, the name and address of correspondents 

will be withheld. 



Southam Parish Wordsearch 
 

How many places in and around Southam parish can you find? There are 16 places hidden in the 
wordsearch. Next time you’re out for a walk, see which ones you can find. Send a photo of the road 

name or place to the editor. You may see your picture in our next edition. 

 
If you would like to check your answers or just need a little help, the list of hidden places can be 

found on later on in the Southam Newsletter. 
 

Thank you Penny Liddiard for creating this bit of fun. 

There are lots of developments and news 
items relating to activities on the Common 
that can be found on their website -   
 
https://www.cleevecommon.org.uk/ 
 
Please support the Trust and enjoy this 
beautiful space. 

 



SOUTHAM WOMEN’S INSTITUTE REPORT  

 

October & November 2020 

No meeting was held in October because of the introduction of the 
Rule of Six. 
 
November saw us having our first foray into Zoom Meetings for the AGM. All the committee are to 
remain in place and Pauline is now also our Minutes Secretary. The meeting went quite well and 
was attended by 15 of our members. Our Programme Secretary, Margaret, is now looking to find 
some suitable speakers so that we can hold more of these until we can all meet again at the Village 
Hall. A speaker for our birthday meeting in March 2021 is already in hand. 
 
Susan, our President, laid a wreath to commemorate Remembrance Day on Sunday the 8th. The 
gathering was a quiet affair as lockdown 2 was in effect; a marked contrast from 2019 when there 
were 60 for tea at the village hall. 
 
Unfortunately, our Christmas meal, planned for the 11th of December at The Greenway has been 
cancelled by the venue because of the uncertainty surrounding social distancing and the current 
lockdown. Susan may organise a meal in the new year depending upon the appetite for one – pun 
intended!   
 
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Isabel Henchy - Tel. 01242 221440 - Email: issy@henchy.uk    Pauline Cook-McAnoy Tel. 01242 520133 
Secretaries 

Craig Warner 

Electrical Services 
with over 20 years’ experience 

Reliable local NIC/Part P approved contractor 

Domestic & Commercial including 

Rewires 

Extra Sockets 

Security Alarms & Lighting 

Fuse Box Upgrades 

Landlord Safety Checks 

Fire Alarms 

Testing & Inspection 

Free Estimates 

References available on request 

Tel: 01242 261 021  Mob: 07770 473 757 



Parish Council News  

 

December 2020/January 2021 

 

Highways. 

The Parish Council continues to report to the Highways Department issues raised by residents. We 
are also continuing to liaise with Gloucestershire County Council and Stagecoach Bus Company to 
try to resolve the ongoing problems with buses causing damage to the verge by the turning area on 
the Noverton estate. 

Meetings. 
The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) continues to advise that meetings should be 
held virtually wherever possible. We have now settled into the new routine of holding meetings 
using the Zoom video conferencing platform and meetings continue to be attended by local 
residents.  The meeting link is now published on the agenda. However, if there are any residents 
who do not have access to the internet or are not able to attend the virtual meetings for any other 
reason but would like items raised in the public forum, please do feel free to telephone the Clerk in 
advance of the meetings which are held on the second Tuesday of each month. In addition, if any 
residents not able to access the internet would like a paper copy of the minutes, please contact the 
Clerk.  

Remembrance Sunday. 
The arrangements for Remembrance Sunday this year had to be scaled back due to government 
COVID-19 restrictions. A simple wreath laying service was attended by representatives of the 
Church, the WI and the Parish Council and was led by the President of the Woodmancote branch of 
the Royal British Legion. 

Noverton Estate. 
The Parish Council has received notification that the Cheltenham based County to County Property 
Group has acquired land at the end of Desert Orchid Road and will be submitting a planning 
application in due course to build five detached houses. Residents will have the opportunity to 
comment on the plans and the Council will also be asked to comment in its capacity as statutory 
consultee. The developers have been asked to keep the Parish Council informed at each stage of 
the process. 

Local Council Award Scheme. 
The Parish Council is applying to renew its Local Council Award. The accreditation process is 
carried out by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) and this is a means of ensuring 
that the Council meets a set of minimum standards and is operating lawfully and according to 
standard practice. 

Communication with Residents. 
The Parish Council currently passes on information and news to residents through this newsletter, 
the Southam Today website and email circulation list and on the noticeboards.   We will be trialling a 
new Facebook page in the New Year, which will act as a digital noticeboard for the parish. It is 
hoped that this will complement the existing methods of communication and it will be used to share 
information from the other tiers of local government, Tewkesbury Borough Council and 
Gloucestershire County Council.  
 
Councillors would like to take this opportunity to wish all residents a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year. 
 

The Clerk can be contacted by email on clerk@southamtoday.org.uk and by phone on 01242 224 562. 



 

The Church of the Ascension, Southam 

We had a beautiful autumn day for the Harvest service 
in the Tithe Barn last month. Over thirty people from 
Southam and our local villages brought Harvest gifts, 
which were beautifully arranged by George and his 
two friends. These gifts are very much appreciated at 
this time of need. Thank you. 
 
The next service at the Tithe Barn, thanks to the 
kindness of the Cartwright family, is on Sunday 13th 
December at 10am. At the time of writing, we believe 
that this will be a Communion Service. 

 
After this, the Barn will be open on Christmas Day for a 
service at 10am. Further details of these services will be 
confirmed neared the time. 
 
Winter draws on!  So please come with a blanket and 
woolly hat to enhance your Sunday best. 
 
 
 

 
Rev Richard Reakes can always be contacted by telephone 01242 675 559. 
 

Penny Liddiard 

 

Wordsearch answers – TITHE BARN, CLEEVE COMMON, VILLAGE HALL, MILL LANE, LYE LANE, HYDE BROOK, 
OLD ROAD, HAYMES DRIVE, NEW ROAD, QUEENSWOOD, SOUTHAM LANE, THE CLOSE, RACECOURSE, 
RATCLIFF LAWNS, SUNSET LANE, SCHOOL LANE 

Ally’s Mutley Crew 

Dog Home, Boarding/Day Care 

based in the picturesque village of 

Prestbury 

For enquiries, please call 

07929 944 870 

or by email to 

mustangally@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

SOPHIE LANE 

Mobile Foot Care 

Foot Health Practitioner 

Tel: 07921 821 805 

enquiries@sophielanefhp.co.uk 

 

mailto:enquiries@sophielanefhp.co.uk


Southam Village Hall 

December 2020 – January 2021 
 
COVID update 
 
The Committee held Zoom meetings to agree the Village Hall COVID-19 
secure procedures which were all completed by 20th October 2020. COVID-19 secure training for 
the hirers had commenced and we reopened for our first booking in more than 6 months on Friday 
30th October 2020. However, new Government restrictions then closed us again for 4 weeks from 
Thursday 5th November 2020  
 
Looking forward we are ready to welcome our regular bookers again, subject to completion of 
training and acceptance of the special conditions of hire from Thursday 3rd December 2020 subject 
to any revisions in the guidelines. 
 
Thank you to our Committee for all their hard work undergoing Risk Assessments and preparing the 
hall during this period of upheaval.  We want to make sure the hall is both available and safe for our 
regular bookers and that our hirers comply with the latest rules about COVID-19 Security. Thank 
you to David Jones for setting up a special Village Hall ‘COVID-19 Security’ page on Southam 
Today, where our updated booking requirements and forms can be found. 
 
Christmas Light Switch on 
 
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions we will be unable to hold our usual Christmas Light 
switch on and Film event this year. However, the lights will be on as part of our Christmas 
decorations. 
 
Hall Fabric  
 
The committee continue to look at enhancing the hall facilities. Following guidance from TBC that 
we were unlikely to receive permission for any significant growth, we have re looked at our current 
floor plan. The latest thoughts are on the entrance lobby/porch area to be incorporated as a new 
kitchen with windows overlooking the car park. 
 
A new entrance position with a porch midway along the hall, through the current coat rack area is 
being considered. The stage changing room will reduce in size to allow a re arrangement of the 
ladies toilets. Outline discussions with TBC are positive about this change subject to full drawings 
review. The committee will make the new plans available for comments when prepared. 
 
Maintenance 
 
Following requests to ease the moving of chairs, we have constructed a 
prototype chair skate. The skate will remain under a chair stack, having a 
caster on each corner, allowing the stack to be moved easily in any direction 
across the floor. Chairs can be pushed or pulled on their skate to where they 
are needed, then taken off one at a time from the top. The biggest change 
will be at the end of a booking, when the chair stacks will need to be formed 
on the skates, for return to the cupboard. Currently we store chairs in 10 
stacks, with a mixture of 6 and 7 chairs in each, using a chair truck to move 
them around. 
 
The new scheme is that we will have 8 skates, each stacked with 8 chairs. 
Before completion of the project, we will hold familiarisation training with 
representatives of our regular users, to demonstrate the skates operation 



and receive any feedback for further improvements. However, this will have to wait until the current 
COVID-19 restrictions are eased. Hopefully this will complement the table storage which had 
already been put into trollies and free space in the storage area. 
   
 
Anita Wilcox 
On behalf of the Village Hall Committee 
 
The Committee’s aim is to use the Hall as a Community Centre so ideas and suggestions for Village 

events are always welcome. 
 

Please share your ideas via chairsouthamvh@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DROP-IN to the Village Hall 

for a cup of tea and slice of 

cake and join the increasing 

numbers dropping in once a 

fortnight. 

All Drop-In sessions are 

currently suspended until 

further notice due to  

the COVID-19 situation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Grinnell LTD 

Gas & Oil Heating Services 

Boiler change & breakdown specialist, offering a 

prompt & efficient service for all your heating & 

plumbing requirements. 

Power flushing 

Landlords safety 

Certificates 

Servicing & repairs 

Fires : Cookers : Caravans : LPG 

Worcester Bosch accredited installer 

Tel/Fax: 01242 233113 

Mobile: 07966 179824 

Website: www.jeffgrinnell.co.uk 

Email: sales@jeffgrinnell.co.uk 

GAS SAFE & OFTEC registered 

European Healthcare Group PLC 

BAY TREE COURT 

Care Centre 

Care with Compassion 

This prestigious care centre in 
Prestbury provides 

accommodation for Independent 
Living, Residential Care and 

Respite Breaks. 

For more information, or 

to view the accommodation, please contact the 
Manager 

 

01242 236000 
 

Bay Tree Court Care Centre, High Street, Prestbury,  
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL52 3AU 

telephone: 01242 236000 
fax: 01242 244576 

 

Tewkesbury 01684 292 341 

Client Car 

Park 

Facilities & 

access for the 

Disabled 

 

• Divorce / Family / Collaborative 

• Employment Law 

• Wills / Estates / Probate 

• Conveyancing 

• Business: Sales/Purchases/Leases 

69/70 High Street, Tewkesbury, Glos, 

and at Upton Upon Severn 

www.star-legal.co.uk 

Star Legal Limited 
(incorporating Moore Brown & Dixon LLP) 

http://www.jeffgrinnell.co.uk/


Residential Conveyancing

Commercial Property

Probate

Administration of Estates

Wills

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Court of Protection

Children Cases (Private Law)

Telephone 01242 676224
www.billinghamandpartners.co.uk

an enlightened and experienced approach 
to professional legal services

We have been established for over 40 years 

and remain your local Solicitors in Bishops Cleeve

Laburnum Cottage, 20 Church Road, Bishops Cleeve, Laburnum Cottage, 20 Church Road, Bishops Cleeve, Laburnum Cottage, 20 Church Road, Bishops Cleeve, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL52 8LR

(Disabled access and Client parking available)

Consulting Suite,  Basepoint Business Centre, Oakfield Road, Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire. GL20 8SD

DAVID BILLINGHAM PARTNERS &
.S O L I C I T O R S        A D V O C A T E S

The Practice is Authorised and Regulated by The Solicitors Regulation Authority. 47095



USEFUL NUMBERS 

Tewkesbury Borough Council 01684 295 010 

Glos CC Roads – Hazards & Repairs 01452 425 000 

NHS Direct 111 

Dental Help Line – info on dental access centers for pain relief 01452 318 858 

Care Direct – benefits, appliances and care enquiries  0800 444 000 

Vicar – Rev Richard Reakes 01242 675 559 

Village Agent – Oliver Lamb 07701 281 906 

Southam Footpaths Co-Ordinator – Anita Wilcox footpaths@southamtoday.org.uk 

Southam Webmaster – David Jones 01242 516 187 

Neighbourhood Watch – John Donovan 01242 526 011 

Southam Village Hall chairsouthamvh@gmail.com 

 

Tewkesbury Borough Council 

Mrs A Holloway 663 709 

Mr M Dean 07973 138 043 

Glos County Council 

TBC  

Newsletter Team 

Editor Edna Smith 520 137 

Production Jamie Walsh 243 851 

 

Southam Parish Council 

Chairman Mrs A Wood 525 966 

Clerk L Dowie 224 562 

Members Mrs A Holloway 663 709 

  Karen Licence 
07786 911 

085 

  Mr S Lennon 
07973 335 

427 

  Mr J Workman 
07768 693 

807 

 Ken Davey 
01242 526 

232 

  Carli Burke 
07506 120 

513 

 

Email Addresses 

Parish Council clerk@southamtoday.org.uk 

Southam Website webmaster@southamtoday.org.uk  

Newsletter Editor ednajsmith@btinternet.com  

Newsletter Production chaoswalsh@gmail.com  

Facebook Southam Village, The Cotswolds, England 
 

Neighbourhood Watch has a number of 

stickers for attaching to Wheelie Bins to remind 

drivers of the speed limit. If you are prepared to 

affix one to your bin(s) please contact John 

Donovan at - nhw@southamtoday.org.uk 

 

Advertise your 

business here! 

Please contact Edna Smith for more 

details 

ednajsmith@btinternet.com 

Telephone – 01242 520 137 

mailto:clerk@southamtoday.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@southamtoday.org.uk
mailto:ednajsmith@btinternet.com
mailto:chaoswalsh@gmail.com
mailto:nhw@southamtoday.org.uk


 

 
 

***Your dog can’t do it so you must!*** 

 
What a pity that despite regular reminders, dog fouling remains a 
problem in Southam. A new Public Space Protection Order has been 
introduced which now gives Borough Council officers more power to 
tackle the issue across Tewkesbury Borough. Dog-walkers can be fined 
£100 for not picking up after their dogs and can now also get a £100 
fixed penalty for not carrying dog poo bags. While enforcement of these 
powers is obviously difficult as the mornings and evenings get darker, 
the lack of light is no excuse for failing to pick up poo, be it on the road, 
the pavement, a path or a lawn. Dog-mess is toxic and presents a 

potential health hazard. All dog-walkers are encouraged to bear the new 
powers in mind and to have consideration for fellow residents.  
 

STONE 

HOUSE 
INTERIORS 

 

Bespoke curtains and blinds, made 

to measure. 

Many years’ experience. 

 

Contact Sarah Snell 

07812 933 701 

Email: sarahsnell78@gmail.com 

 

 



 

ALEXANDER BURN LTD 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

COURTEOUS, EFFICIENT & RESPECTFUL 

Independent family business 

24-hour personal service 

Private chapels of rest 

Tel: 01242 673 300 

www.alexanderburn.com 

22 Church Road, Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham GL52 8LR 

 

 

Church of the Ascension Services

Further details can be obtained from the Church Office

eMail: parishchurchoffice@gmail.com - Tel: 673 612

CHURCH SERVICES SUSPENDED

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have asked that 

church services are suspended for the time being.  Accordingly, 

services at the Church of the Ascension in Southam will not 

take place until further notice.

Richard Reakes remains available for anyone who needs to 

contact him either direct (see beow) or through the Church 

Office on 01242  673612 or email  

parishchurchoffice@gmail.com

The Revd. Richard Reakes 

The Vicarage

67 Malleson Road

Gotherington

Cheltenham

GL52 9EX

Tel: (01242) 675 559

email: richard.vicarage@gmail.com

http://www.alexanderburn.com/


 WHAT’S ON in Southam Village Hall 

SOUTHAM WI 

First Tuesday of each month 

7.30 – 9.30pm 

Village Hall 

Visitors Welcome 

SOUTHAM ART GROUP 

Every Thursday morning 

10.15am  – 12.15pm 

Village Hall 

 

 SOUTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETS AT 7.30PM, 2ND TUESDAY OF EACH 

MONTH - SOUTHAM VILLAGE HALL 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 

Southam Village Hall Reservation procedures: 

To book the Village Hall go to the Hire the Hall page on the village website 

(www.southamtoday.org.uk/hire-the-hall) and follow the instructions. If you do not have internet 

access please text or call the bookings secretary on 07712 695 207. 

2020 HIRE CHARGES 
“Occasional Bookings” – for one off bookings - £25/hour  

(£20/hr for Southam residents) £100 deposit 
 

“Regular Bookings” - £12/hour (£10/hr for Southam Residents) 

PILATES WITH TINA 

LOW Intensity Pilates - Monday’s at 12pm – Suitable for all levels and ages  

8-week course £56 or Class Pass options are available (minimum purchase 4 classes, T’s and C’s apply) 

 

MIXED ABILITY PILATES CLASS Every Tuesday - Time – 6 to 7pm  

8-week course £56 or Class Pass options are available (minimum purchase 4 classes, T’s and C’s apply) 

NEW members always welcome – join mid-course and just pay for what remains. Trial class £10.00 

9Th December – Special Offer for those wanting to trial the class – bring a friend for FREE – One person 

pays £7, the other comes FREE. 

For more information, call Tina on 07376 051 863 

      Burn anything from 650 to 1,000 calories 

DANCE, COMBAT, HIIT & YOGA  

INSPIRED MOVES & MEDITATION 

Southam Village Hall – Monday’s 7 – 8pm 

Check us out on Facebook – search Block Fit Cheltenham 

 

 

  Sequence Dances 

     Every Thursday – 8.00pm to 10.15pm

       £5.00 pp coffee/tea & biscuits 

Ring Rachel on 07970 705 827 for more details 

 

 

 

BRIDGE CLUB 

Wednesday 

7.00 – 10.30pm 

 

 

 

 

      KEEP FIT – Over 50’s 

Each Wednesday – 9.30am – 10.30am 

Phone: 01242 674 935 

http://www.southamtoday.org.uk/hire-the-hall
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