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Southam Parish Council                                                                                            

 
 
M I N U T E S (SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING) of the Full Meeting of the 
Parish Council held on 14th July 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 
This meeting is allowable under the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 
(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 
2020 (“the 2020 Regulations”) which came into force on 4th April 2020 in response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. The 2020 Regulations enable local councils to hold remote meetings (including by video and 
telephone conferencing) for a specified period until May 2021. The published agenda for this meeting 
stated that members of the public wishing to attend should contact the Clerk prior to its start to 
receive an invitation containing a link that could be used to join it. 
 

Present:  Cllr Adrienne Wood (Chairman), Cllr Ken Davey, Cllr Steve Lennon, Cllr Karen Licence, Cllr 
John Workman. 
 
Also Present:   Clerk – Liz Dowie 
             8 members of the public 
 

1. To receive Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr Anna Hollaway and Borough Cllr Mike Dean. 
 

2. To receive Declarations of Interest 
No declarations of interest were received. 

 

3. To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th June 2020 
The minutes were agreed as a true record by unanimous vote and were signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors 
Cllr Dean was unable to attend the meeting but had provided the latest update from Tewkesbury 
Borough Council: 
Car parking charges had resumed in all borough owned car parks from 13th July. 
Travellers who had set up camp on the Vineyards in Tewkesbury had been moved on. 
Play areas across the borough have been unlocked and temporary signs with safety advice had been 
erected. 
The environmental health team continues to provide advice and support to businesses to help them 
operate safely. 
Conversations with community groups have shown that some are starting to reduce the support they 
need to offer but some groups  are continuing to support their communities in different ways. 
  

5. To receive reports from Parish Councillors and Clerk 
Cllr Licence reported that she had spoken to surveyors acting for Taylor Wimpey on 7th July when 
they were inspecting the undeveloped area at the end of Desert Orchid Road.  The Clerk was asked 
to write to Taylor Wimpey to ask if they could provide any further information about the adoption of 
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the road and whether there were plans to develop the area by the balancing pond which had 
become an eyesore for local residents. 
Cllr Licence had reported fly tipping on Cockroft Lane to Tewkesbury Borough Council. 
 
Cllr Davey advised that there had been fly tipping in the lay by above Haymes Drive.  The Clerk was 
asked to report this to Tewkesbury Borough Ccouncil. 
 
Cllr Workman advised that there were a number of hedges on Ratcliff Lawns which were encroaching 
on the footpath.  It was considered that householders should be contacted directly and the Clerk 
would ask the Highways Department to identify and contact the householders, as before. 
 
Cllr Workman also advised that vehicles were being parked too close to the junction of Old Road and 
School Road by the war memorial.  This was a hazard for vehicles and cyclists exiting School Road.  
The Clerk was asked to contact the Highways Department regarding the possibility of having double 
yellow lines on the stretch of road leading up to the junction.  
 
The Clerk reported the following: 
The bin at the end of Sunset Lane by the bus stop has not been emptied for some time.  The Clerk 
will report this to Tewkesbury Borough Council.   A resident had reported litter on Bentley Lane close 
to two “dens”.  She is a voluntary litter picker and had offered to clear the area.  The Clerk will seek 
advice from Tewkesbury Borough Council regarding the health and safety implications. 
A resident had reported that the chevron road markings which highlighted the kerb at the junction of 
Southam Lane and Old Road had not been reinstated following the re-surfacing of Southam Lane and 
vehicles were clipping the kerb.  The Clerk had drawn this to the attention of the Highways Manager, 
who was looking into the matter. 
The Clerk had received photos of cars blocking the pavement on School Road.  She had subsequently 
checked the area on two occasions and no cars were parked there.  If residents are aware of 
persistent parking on pavements they are requested to advise the Clerk so that details can be passed 
on to the PCSO. 
A resident had enquired about displaying the minutes of Parish Council meetings on the noticeboard 
by the war memorial for the benefit of those residents who do not have access to the internet.  
There is often limited space on the noticeboard but she will put a note in the next newsletter 
requesting any residents who do not have internet access to contact her to discuss their 
requirements, so that appropriate arrangements can be put in place.   
The Clerk had received copies of further correspondence between a Noverton resident and the GCC 
Integrated Transport Unit regarding ongoing damage to the verge at the Route N turning bay.  
Stagecoach had confirmed that the new buses, though larger, were easier to manoeuvre and it 
would appear that the damage was due to driver error.  The matter had been escalated with the 
Cheltenham Operations management.  A further reminder had been sent to the Highways Manager 
requesting that the damage be repaired. 
The Clerk had received 3 complaints about the use of the racecourse for regular drive-in music and 
theatre events for a six week period from July to September.  She was in continued contact with 
Cheltenham Borough Council Environmental Health Department who were still in discussion with the 
organisers.  The events are unprecedented and therefore fall outside any published guidance.  They 
would ensure that all necessary steps were taken to avoid causing statutory noise nuisance to 
surrounding areas, though it was possible that residents may hear some events.  CBC will provide an 
update when the final agreement is drawn up and the organisers will be requested to provide 
contact details to the public for use in case of query or complaint.  The Clerk’s query regarding the 
possible use of the Southam Lane gate for these events had been forwarded to Gloucestershire 
County Council and she would also contact the Racecourse to find out whether this gate would be 
used.  (Subsequent to the meeting confirmation was received that all drive in events planned by the 
organisers across the country had been cancelled due to the possibility of localised lockdowns). 
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6. To receive an update on the activities of the Southam Community Support Group 
David Jones gave his report (Appendix 1).  The co-ordinators will continue to review the future role of 

the group at monthly intervals. 

 
7. To receive questions/comments from the public 

The Community Speedwatch team had been advised by the police that they could not yet carry out 

traffic surveys due to Covid-19 restrictions.  However, they hoped to be able to start again in the next 

few weeks. 

A resident asked for an update on the date of the AGM of the Village Hall Committee and whether 

the accounts would be made available in good time before the meeting.  He was advised that the 

meeting would be held in August and that any enquiries about the AGM or the other Village Hall 

matters should be directed to the Committee.  The Treasurer, who was present at the meeting, 

confirmed that the annual accounts had been audited.  They showed a healthy surplus and accounts 

will be available to residents in advance of the AGM. 

 

8. Planning Applications 
20/00466/FUL – Mortimer House, 2 Ratcliff Lawns, Southam – Erection of a single storey rear 
extension and pitched roof to garage to create additional bedroom at first floor.   
Notification had been received on the day of the meeting that revised plans were to be submitted for 
a single storey extension only.   The applicant was present at the meeting and confirmed that this 
course of action had been taken to address the concerns of neighbours regarding the potential loss 
of light.  Agreed that the revised plans would be considered upon receipt and Councillors would 
email comments to the Clerk. 
 
8.12 pm   One member of the public left the meeting.  
 
20/00497/FUL – Haymes Garth, Haymes Road, Cleeve Hill – Erection of a detached timber clad 
garden room.  No objection. (Subject to Clerk obtaining confirmation that trees noted on the plans 
behind the garden room were not to be felled – Confirmation received). 
 
8.18 pm   One member of the public left the meeting. 
 
20/00279/FUL – Villars, Sunset Lane, Southam – Installation of an acoustic sound barrier fence 
behind the existing hedge (AMENDED PLANS).  No objection. 
 
Other planning matters: 
Notification had been received of two appeal decisions:  
19/00682/FUL – Land off the B4632. Cleeve Hill (Woodmancote Parish Council) – 4no. infill dwellings. 
Appeal dismissed. 
19/00800/FUL – Cotton Acre, near Noreen, Ashleigh Lane, Cleeve Hill – erection of agricultural 
storage building.  Appeal dismissed. 
 
The Clerk had requested an update regarding application 19/00986/FUL – Green Orchard, Kayte 
Lane, Southam – change of use of land to use as residential gypsy caravan site.  (Subsequent to 
meeting, notification received that permission was refused). 
 

9. Remembrance Sunday – 8th November 2020 
Mark Steger of the Royal British Legion had offered to submit the application for road closure on the 

Parish Council’s behalf and councillors approved the form (previously circulated). 
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10. Code of Conduct 
Councillors considered the new draft model Code of Conduct proposed by the National Association 

of Local Councils and agreed that a response to the consultation would not be submitted. 

 
11. Finance   

11.1  The accounts and bank reconciliation as at 30th June 2020 (previously circulated) were approved 
by the Council. 
11.2   Payments for July were agreed: grass cutting £408.00, Clerk’s salary £272.01 (to include 
underpayments for April and May), PAYE £63.20. 
 

12. Annual Review of Policies 
Councillors had reviewed the following policies (previously circulated) and agreed to re-adopt them: 

 Standing Orders  

 Financial Regulations 

 Risk Management Schedule 

 Publication Scheme 

 Privacy Notices (GDPR) 

 Grant Awarding Policy 

 Complaints Policy and Procedure 
 

13. Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 11th August 2020 at 7.30 pm (virtual meeting) 
  

 

                                                                         

The meeting closed at 8.30pm  


